by Warren L. Nelion

When you want o resd a book
about Iran that's informative, it's
hard to know where 1o start.
There's just 10 much out there.
What's good? What's bad? Whar's

readable? What's tedious?

1f you try on your awn bo sot
out all that's been writien on lran,
pretty soon you'll be like that guy
in the picture 1o the right—over-
whelmed by all that's out there,

A few months ago, the fran
Times convened a panel of schol-
ars and asked them 10 son through
the many thousands of boaks pub-
lished about “msexdern™ Iran in En-
glish and to produce a list for our
readers. In fact, two lists.

The first list comprises 12
hooks that are & good place to
dart—Nence, “The Stasier Shell.”
The second Nst—imaginatively
walled “The Second Shell™—com-
ises J0 more books that provide
more detail and comprehensive-
ness.

‘The first list is not a list of the.
“beut” books oo Iran. This isn
Oscar night at the library. The point
of fashioning this list was to reward
the readers, not the writers. The
paint was to choose books that
would help those interested in Iran
gt a quality start.  So these are
guality books—well-written, well-
researched, covering a range of lop-
s an modemn Iran—history, eco-
nomics, palitics, religion, gender,
They are cither broad in scope—
like a century of history in Rootr
af Revolution—ox focused on an es-
pecinlly important issue—1like The
Constiturion af Iran, which unmv-
els contemporary politics.

Making the selections was a
struggle. These are, of course, sub-
Jective judgments. What looked to
some panclists Iike a good title for
the list early in the process didn't
look Hke the best choice later on,
Perhaps if the selection process had
pone on a few more months, the list
would have been diffesent,

Mo one would pretend this is
the perfect list. There is po perfect
list. But the panel and the fran
Timies offers it as a helplul guide 1o
readers who don't want 1o waste
their time sidetsacked by poorly
writlen, tendentious or sloppy
waorks,

O aninen restisction was tiat
these books concern “modern
Iran,” 30 you won't find anything
here about Darius or the Mongol
invasion. And "modern lran®

TOPIC:

Post-revolutionary
history and politics

Reign of the Ayatollahs, by Shaul
Bakhash—This is the classic
work—if one can be a classic in
;usk 15 years—an lww Ayatollsh

i po I

Tt was wrinien in 1997, o1t is rela-
tively current. 11 is admitedly a
little tougher read than most
books on this lisy, but it is well
worth the effort. It was written
byn uhnhr in German and then

is writien by a man who was a re-
porter for the pre-revolutionary
English-language Kavhan Inter-
national and is now a professor
at George Mason University in
Virginia. The text has the breezy
writing of a journalist and the in-
tellectual polish of the scholas, It
#ops in 1983, but by then the ba-
sic direction of the revolution had
been fined,

The Constitution of ran: Pali-
tics and the State in the Islamic
Republic, by Asghar Schirazi—
This suffers from a miskeading
title. I ought perhaps to be tited:
How the regime manipulated ide-
olugy in order 10 creale a func-

tioning 20th century povermment

d, which is pormally
good reason to avoid a book. fut

this one is unique, well-translated

the same time frame with differ-
ent emphases. Among other
things, she shows how the nilers
of modern lran have only bee

seriously challenged when the
bazaar, the intelligentsia, the
waorkers and the clergy have
united. Keddi's book is alio note-
wunhy Tor weaving in economic,

indow on how
the Ialamic Republic really func-
tions day-to-day.

TOPIC: The long run-up to th

pological and cultiral fac-

tors.

lran Between Two Revolutions,

Ivy I-.nrand Abrzhamian—Deo rml
by Abrah

revalution

Roots of Revolution, by Nikki B.
Keddie—This book and the one
below are histories of 20ih cen-
tury lran up to the revolution.
They are complementary, not du-
plicauve, Both are written by
scholars who know how 10 write
for the peneral reader, Keddie™s
book is hall the size of Abra-
hamian‘s amd thus might be bet-
fer to stan with. Kedilie covers

= The Panelists =

The Iran Times wishes to thank the seven

essentially t bi

19th and 20th centuries

+  Our panel of seven members
‘is scattered from Califomia 1o En.
gland, 5o they couldn't meet face-

‘to-face. They worked through e

mail and snail mail, starting in De-
@ g
First, each of the seven, work-

for the time they have devoted since last

Dccamher to developing these two madm;- lists... .

James A, Billis peofiesson of government at e Collige of
LaCronse, Wiscon-

sl in 1939, hgeemmﬂ”.)\ degrees from bot Penn Stase

Willim and Mary in Virgitia. Bom in

Princesaa n 1968

e and his wite, Anoc Mu-r firut traveled 1o lran on their
honeymoon and lived there i m 196567 while Jim M re-

search. J

ing alone, I d any number
of books they thoupht deserved at-
tention. That gave us 111 tithes.
Neat, warking from that compos-
e list, they each named 10 books
for the Staster Shelf. There was a
consensus on six books, but then
Ih_:ﬂncl’l chaices dis')curd

The fran Times then drafied
a potential Tist of 15 books and
asked the panel 1o respond. This
produced several amendments that
panel members voted o, ending up
with the list of 12 titkes published
here

A similar series of nurowing
iterations produced the lise of 30
books for the Second Shell.

The result is a selection of
quality books—the Starter Shell
geared toward books the panel
thought provided a sound and
beoad introduction to modem lan.

The fran Times pressed the
panel 1o find something on eco-
namics for the Staner Shell, given
that so many stories in the fran
Times deal with economics. Read-
ers will notice there is no ecopom-
ics book on the Staner Shell; all
three selections are on the Second
Shell. Asone panel member com-
mented: “There is Ao readable
sk —ilie cconomy just isn't a
“readable’ subject.”

While these are quality books,
they are not necessarily readily
available books. Many are out-of-
peint, Given that publishers these
days are dumping boaks from their
warehouses 30 fast you'd think the
warchouses were on fire, we saw
o way to deal with this. To con-
fine the list to in-print books would
have narrowed the list 3o much o3
to depeive readers of many first-rate
selections,

ot writing of lesching, be tﬁwr! ﬁmnln—q‘ u! samp
cullecting.

Juka Faran, 43, s prafenor uf wclobagy snd directoe of
L B i Cabi-

Rouhellah K. Ramazeni was bom oa Now Rug in 1928 in
Tehran and emigraied 10 the LS. ia 1932, The ssthor of 10
books on Iran and the Persian Gulf, he has bee called the
“dean” of lranksn foreign policy siudies ia the LS, New
professor emeritus of government and loeeign alfsin o the
Unisersity of Viegieds, he has feeguestly boen consulsed by
the UN as well a1 the Whitc House, Staic Department and
other LS. agencies. Mis wife, Newta, in the authot of Per-
sian Coolimg. They have four children

¥ "
Fornia im Santa Basbara, Bomn in Holyoke, Massachusests,
e Became 3 vtudent of the lranisn revalution i 1973, his
fiext year in graduste schonl, He reeeived his BLA, in French
College. his M.A_ in
soxisdogy frem UC Santa Barbara sad his PO, in secied
oy froen UC Beskeley, He now works primarily on Thind
Wosld revolutions In compartive penpective.

and Ewropean Studies from Amberst

Mark Gasi

ki teaches in the

of Politieal

Inlrndu:llnn,wl\xh reads like an
academic quarterly. It's good
reading therealter. Abrahamian
can pack so many facts into a sen-
tence you"ll think he used a shoe-
hom. The book explains how
changing social structures led 10
new politics in the 20eh century,
For centuries shahs ruled by ex-
ploiting ethnic and regional dif-
ferences, in the Persian version of
divide and conquer. The 20th
century browght class stracture 1o
lran, usiting, for example, bazaar
merchants wha had long lnoked
it merchiamts fi iher cities as
weritable foreigners, This s prads-
ably the single most

of seven decades earlier. The
Constitutional Revolution looms
over all of 20th century Iran.
Afary’s book describes the drama
of the first revolutionary era and
shows how it was formed by a
confluence of thiee visions of the
future—the parlinmentary dermo-
crats influenced by western Eu-
rope; the social democrats inftu-
enced by the anti-czanst move-
ments in the Cavcasus; and the
grassroots drive for reform bub-
biling up from bundreds of sources
of dissatisfaction within Iran,

TOPIC: Natlonalism in [ran
Nationalism and Religion are the
two ideologies or “urges™ that
drive modern Iran, One can't un-
dersiand the society without tack-
ling both,

Nationalism in Fran, by Richard
W. Cottam—Cuottam's book was
published in 1964, but remains fo
this day a classic. It might better
be tithed "Nationalisms in lran™
because a key point is the often
connpetifive nationalisms of vari-

ous ethic s, lulxﬂat uu-\lel -

This panel of seven

scholars helps
sort them

terial and interpretation that helps
explain the often bitter view of the.
United States manifested by the
Islamic Republic today,

TOPIC: Rellgion

Shia Islam, by Moojan Momen—
‘Who's the sixth Imam? What's
Moharram all about? Where are
the key shrines and why are they
key? This is a one-volume ency-
elopedia on Shiite Islam—all you
ever wanied to know but were
afraid to ask. Entries are arranged
alphabetically and range in length
from one sentence to several
pages. No, it's not bediime read-

out

tarter Shelf = ———

Manile of the Prophet, by Roy
Mattahedeh—This unique book
is n personal interpeetation of the
Islamic Revelution portrayed
twough the eyes of a cleric of tra-
ditional theelogical education.
Muottahedeh presents a cavalcade
of historical religious and politi-
eal figures, but remains through-
oul focused on the life of Ali
Hashemi, his protagonist, and
Hashemi's appeenticeship in life,
luminating the nature of funda-
mentalism in human terms.

TOPIC: Forelgn policy
The l:o;!r and the .'.wn The

ing. But it's a solid
work. 1t's also the perfect book
for the American spouses or chil-
dren of Shiite lraninas.

TOFIC:
of Iran
Most books talk at the reader—
lecture, discourse, explain, ana-
lyze. That's important. But
there's more to a people. These
two books give the reader a “feel”
for what lran and its people are
all abeut.

People and the “feel™

book on Iran today.

TOPIC: The Constitutiona)

Revolution

The Iranian Constitutional Rev.

olution of 1906-1911, by Jarkt
Afary—When we say “revolu-

tion” and 7 “Iran," the association

is with the 1979 lslamic revolu-

author was personally close to
leading members of the National
Front.

Iranian N\

of Persia, by Sattasch
Farman-Farmatan—Subtitled A
Woman's Joorney from Her
Father's Ilatzm Thruugh the Is-
lamic R isarivel-

amd G, edited by James A, Bill

& Wi Rogers Louds—This is a

collection of 13 essays dealing

with the high water mark of

Iranian nationalism under the

ing personal sl.uq' that breathes

life and humanity into the many :
seciolojgical studie's of how Iran's *

early encounters with the West
and modemity brought upheaval

tion. But the lslamic Revolution  1950-53 premiership of Mobam-  and dislocation to Iranian society.
moved across [ran i in lhe ﬂ\aduw mad Muss.ullq T‘hn book pro- Dm:ghwommapmm:uml
of the C vides i ma-  human di

erag Re-
latians, by James A. Bill—Pub-
lished in 1988, this covers pre-
1950 lran-American relations in
30 pages, then devotes 300 pages
to the period from Mohammad
Moszadegh to Ollie Nosth in a
very readable and ancedote-
packed history with colorful pro-
files of the major actors. Al the
back of the book is a separale 150
page section analyzing the way
American policy, and fo  lesser
eatent Inndonn policy, were furmed
and mis-formed.

TOPIC: Women and Gender
Veils and Wards, by Farzaneh
Milani—An enjoyable read, this
book tells how lranian women
wrile abgut the themselves and
their étatus in society. Concen-
trating o six prominent writers,
Milani discusses the social restric-
tions that throughout the centuries
trapped Iranian women, It's about
a lot more than the chador.

= T'he Second Shelf s

TOPIC: The broad sweep
Fragile Resistance, by John
Foran—The Stater Shell included
two broad sweep books (fran Be-
tween Two Revolutions and Reots of
Revolution). This is another excel-
lent work giving a third perspective
on the broad sweep of Iran, this one
going buck o 1500,

The lranians: Pervia, Iilam and the
Soul of a Natlen, by Sandra Mack-
ey—This is an introductory book by
akilled professional writer infended
for an audience that i unfamiliar
with Iran, Eminently readable and
broad in ils sweep, some panel mem-
bers were concerned about simplafi-
cations and oceasional errors.

Iran: A War With History, by John
Limbest—Written by oaie of ihe hos-

Scienceat
Bodds 3 Phe

isiana State University in Bason Royge He
{ from the University of North Carafina and a
LA, from the Usiversity nfl'_‘h.nl\l M i the auehor of

af the few to speak
Farsi—ithis s an excellent survey
boak, Limbert gives sn introduction
ks, ethnic

Erle Newgland, 3 mative of Maine, [ vivitiag lellow is
Iramian stusdees at the Middle East Contre, SL Anthony®s
Callege, Oufond Usiversity. He reerived his Ph.D.. and Mas-
ters degress in intemationad relations from Johas Hopkiss
Universiay. He firut west 0o lran as 8 Peace Corpa Voluateer
in 1966 and has bees o ssudent of lranisn society and podi-
tic ever since. He haa conducted feld reszarch these be-
{foee, daring and after the slamic Revolution, most recently

In each uf the past four semmers,

U5 Foreign Polk
1991} and co-oditer (with Nikki ICHHI!I of Neithee Eutl
Nasr Wosr (Vale Univeruity whed
mninin aalichen i scbmilaly pssraly o s
i o ey ot Thind Wi

y Preas,

wa AL Al

il

The out-of-print books will be
available in major urban libraries,
But those living in mid-sized cities
may not find many, The good news
is that there are pow many shop-
ping services for out-of-print
books. Readers with Intemet ser-
vice can go to such electronic book
shops as Barnes & Noble and
Amazon.com where they will be
1ol if a book is out of pring; most
such services will perform a search
for aut-of-print titles.

We hope you will find the
Starter Shelf will give you a good
stast at your evening’s reading on
Lran and that the Second Shelf will
provide 4, well, second intellectual
kick,

Chinnd peading.

ik

Khan [796-1925, Last October, the journal Comparati

Studies in Society nd History carvied her aticle, "The New

Religiow Politics: Where, When and Why Do "Fundamen-
s AppessT

ita of history st UCLA. She
s lived three y:ulahnnﬂlmctmemmsuﬂc
writers and editon of works ca an aray of lranlen baves.
Her newest book is appearing this month. Published by
Marda Presa, it is entitled, Qajar fran and the Rise of Reza

Anaa Emayar i 8 senioe aseciate member of 51 Anthany's College, Ox-

foed Univenity. She worked

im Eran from 1963-T7, fins as & research ssso-

ciste ui the Cester for Ecomomic Research st Tebran Unlvensity and then
s leceurer in sockology 3t TU, From 1986 to 1997, the odited Middle Eaut
By fioe L. 1. Tauels, 8 majer publishing house for scholarly work, She ks
mow darector of Hepton Books, a literary and publishing agency with &
‘Miduie Esat focus. Spare time imvalves politics, runaéng, im and histo-

«cal novels

Pt o availabile ot press fime

ythalogy, history
all in guat 144

TOPIC: Politis and palitical phi-
lesaphy

Khomeinism: Essays on ihe I3-
famic Republic, by Ervand
Abrahamian—Thoughtful and intel-
ligent analysis of Khomeini's phi-
losophy that gets way beyond the
bumper stickers of “fanatical™ and

mdamentalist.”

Parliamentary Politles in Revolu-
tiomary fran, by Bahman Baktiasi—
The Majlis ot work. This book in-
corporates interviews with more
than 60 Majlis deputies,

An Islamic Utopian: A Political Bi-
egraphy of All Shariati, by Ali
Rahnema—The story and the phi-
losophy of a man who greatly influ.
enced the thinking of young lranians
before the revolution, bat did not live
tosee that revolution. Considerable
intellectusl history of the 19605 and
19708

Modern Iilamic Political Thoughs,
by Hamid Enayat—We talk a lot

and political discontent that perme.
ated lran in the 1960s and 19705,
Iranian Politics and Religious
Modernism, by H. E Chehabl—The
story of Mehdi Bazargan's party, the
Liberation Movement of Iran. An
excellent l::ounﬂ of his efforts to
l.-..-..b.-.w '

FPalitical Economy af Modern fran,
by Homa Katourian—This covers
the Pahlavi era and reaches some
conclusions that are controversial
Economic Hiztery of Iran, by
Issawi—This covers most of
ﬂaeQa;umhum!MloﬂH and
{ articles, some mosd-

From th

helps one to 1]
Khatama pl Mnum:mnnullul 3
ing out u-e contest of opposition
politics in the 19603 and 19705,

TOPIC: The Pahlavi Dynasty
Land and Revolution in fran 1960.
1980, by Eric Hooghind—For two
decades before the revolation, the
Shah's land reform program was
Iseld up in much of the Westem me-
dia a3 3 superlative
Hooghind interviewed “nlg:n o
In

like an 1869 Dritish dlplummc
memo an the opium trade. Lots of
ludnm‘ snippets to dip into, The

short introdictions 6o esch secticn
are very clearly written.

TOPIC: Forelgn Polley
Revalutionary Iran, by R. K.
Ramazani—The United States lin't
the oly foreign coocem Tehran has,
This book shows haw the revalu-
I:ouqn;lmwemlndd:mwm
the whole world i

this “scholasly expose,” he demon-
strales that the benefits for the peas-
anlry were pegligible.

Religion and Politics in Contemypo-

subverting the Gulf, making a mark
in Lebanon. It makes the very key
peoint that even in the wikd days im-
mediarely afer the revalution, for-

makers Jost loueh

rary fram, by b Abbiayi—
“Comemporary™ is relative. Pub-
Fishet in 1980, this is about clergy-
state relations in the Pahlavi period
or how the Pahlavi monare!
thenight they kepl the clerica in rein.
The Skah and I, by Assdollah
Alam—The diaries of the Shah's
court minkster.  Anecdate-filled. A
Fun read, albeit self-serving like all
diaries,

TOPIC: The Qujar Dynasty
Pivot of the Universe, by Abbas
Amanst—The definitive hosruphr
in English of Nassereddin Shah,

reigned htllmmltheeullwlluhd!
of the 15th century,

The Strangling of Persla, by W.
Morgan Shuster—Shuster's first
perscen account of the years he speat
In Iran after he was hired to
stralghien out the regime's tangled
finances. No, not an accountant’s
repart, but the story of the first ma-
Jor encounter by an American with
Iran—and with the European pow.

with pugnulum even while pursa.
ing revolutionary goals,

LL.5. Foreign Policy and the Shah:
Building & Clienr State, by Mark |,
Caslorowiki—Guess who's the cli-
enf state, and guess who's doing the
building, A solid work on bow lran
and America got where they are to-

day.

Al Fall Down: America's Tragic
Encounter With Iran, by Gary
Sick—President Carter's senior aide
on lran recounts the gloomy slory
of the revolution and Bostage crisis
a3 seen from the White House,

‘TOFIC: Women and Gender
Women and the Political Process in
20th Century Iran, by Parvin
Paidar—Academic and not for the
night table, this provides the best
coverage of women before and of-
ter the revolution,

Crowning Anguith, by Taj Al-
Saltana—The memodrs of a feminist
(before anyone knew the term), the

of bow Lur tribal women cope with
adversity and devise steategies to
overcome the strictures of customs,
tradition, poverty and social circum-
stasce.

TOPIC: The peopleand “fee*of

Gﬂdu of the Brave in War, by
Terence O Donnell—A truly unigque
book, novelistic yel thoughtful,
about an American’s 15-year teaure
oo a farm in Iran. Everyone assumed
~uu| 1 was engaged in inielligence
work. | was™ But for the reader,

nat nol any 35y ageney.

The Qashgaii of fran, by Lot Beck
A valuable anthropologieal study of
one of ran's largest tribes and ins faze
after the revolution.
Khany and Shahs: A Documentary
Analysis of the Bakhaiaris in fron,
by Gene R. Gantiwalte—The story
of the most palitically active tribe
in Iran and how it made ity weight
Felt in the Zand and (sjar dynasties.
The .Erm:mry Structures of Po-
Bitical Life, by ce Gooudell—"All
Pﬂnuuulnul Huouse Speaker Tip
O Neill wsed 1o say, It's true in Iram,
too, This book shows the impact
that agro-industries had on villagers
whose lands were expropriated,

TOPIC: Miscellany

Language, Power and Status in
Iran, by William 0. Beeman—A
unique and fascinating book that
ddresses the question: "W’haldoﬂ
he really mean when bo says .

Hand going at times, mhhnubed
time reading, but it is rewarding.
The Iranian Mojahedin, by Ervand
Abrahamian—The definitive work
on an organization, the Mojahedin-
& Khalg, that gets considerable if
exaggerated attention in the Western

media,

Law of Desire, by Shahls Haeri—
This Is » fascinating sociological
study of the institution of sigheh,
temporary marmiage, filled with in-
terviews with both men and women.

about Shilsm vs. Westem thought.  ers that didn’t wish him success.  daughter of Nassereddin Shah, a Leam how unattached women goto

This is & comprehensive survey of  Published in 1912 and recently re-  woman of intelligence and a skilled  the moaque and signal to men that

Islamsic political thought that points  peinted. observer of ber lran. Lots of fasci-  they want a temparary husband!

out Shia and Sunai differences. nating detail on court life,

Theology of Disconfent: The Ideo-  TOPIC: Econombes Women of Deh Kok, by Erika Hetntaee

logical Foundation of the Islamic  Iran'’s Economy under the Islamic  Friedi—p deli and charming  And on this shocking note, we end

Revolution in Iran, by Hamid  Republic,by Jashangir Amossegar—  read sbout village life with such  our st, though there s lots mare

Drabashi—A mnmxmcml Mot an easy read, but the mostcom-  chapler titles as: “Setara, |I.\pmm out there we haven't touched—ar-
iy Wark bn als.f 31 ink

of how lran"s religious &
managed to “theclogize™ the social

econamic policy.

bands the wiser™ A wivid account

culsine,
and about 2,000 years of hlstary.



